INTERDISCIPLINARY

Humanities
CENTER

ﬁ scursNé Strategles )i Domlnance
How Publics Are Homogenized

JUN 1:30 pm
]_ 1205 Education
FRI

Scholars have been noting for many years the increasingly
polyphonous, fractured and heterogeneous discourses that
have gained public visibility in this era of the internet,
“superdiversity” and “globalization.” Yet, if we look around the
world, we see many recent processes — equally remarkable —
that move in a different direction: There is a closing down and
homogenization of mass mediated political talk. Right wing
parties in power in many European countries have destroyed
opposition newspapers, TV outlets, billboards, internet sites.
Often these discourses gain their authority as “the voice

from nowhere” by aligning with the figure of the nation and
claiming to speak for “everyone” who is “really” part of the
nation. This talk will explore examples from Hungary and
Poland of how discursive and rhetorical strategies homogenize
mass media.
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The John J. Gumperz Memorial Lecture honors the life
and work of John J. Gumperz, the founder of interactional
sociolinguistics and a longtime member of the LISO

community.
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