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Within the field of media studies, Middle Eastern media is often treated as a domain of interest only to area
specialists. If knowledge about Middle Eastern media usually serves only to supplement dominant frameworks
and paradigms, we are interested in thinking about the ways it can instead extend, qualify, or even

explode them.

‘Rethinking Media Through the Middle East’ aims to create an interdisciplinary conversation to challenge this
deficit. Taking a broad view of the Middle East that incorporates the Arabic-speaking world, Turkey, Iran, and
various ethnic minority groups, this conference asks how the Middle East might serve to disrupt, interrupt,
subvert, challenge, or transform our understanding of what media are and do. It will explore the study of
media as an independent field, but one that interconnects, influences, and is influenced by other
intellectual formations and traditions.
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